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community grow to over a million people dur-
ing my lifetime, | know the importance of pro-
tecting our beloved desert. Saguaro National
Park is a vital part of not only my community’s
history, but this Nation’s history. | know that
the BioBlitz will help teach our youth about the
importance of protecting these special places,
fostering greater appreciation, enjoyment, and
stewardship for the future.

| congratulate Saguaro National Park and its
staff for being part of the BioBlitz experience.

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM T. LOCKE
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNITY AC-
TION AGENCY

HON. BETTY SUTTON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge an individual whose contributions
have changed the lives of people in my district
and throughout Ohio.

William T. Locke served as the President
and CEO of the Lorain County Community Ac-
tion Agency in Lorain, Ohio for two terms;
from 1986 to 1999 and again in 2007 to 2011.
Throughout his tenure, William has led the
Agency with temperance and humility, and al-
ways placed the needs families and seniors
first.

William has had an extensive career work-
ing in Community Action Agencies, which work
to make our country a better place to live. In
1974, William began his career of community
service as the Executive Director of the Por-
tage County Community Action Council where
he helped people achieve economic security.
He was later appointed to lead the Office of
Community Services within the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development by Governor Richard
Celeste in 1983. William left the State of Ohio
to become the Deputy Executive Director for
the Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community
Action Agency before continuing on to the Lo-
rain County Community Action Agency. In ad-
dition, William served in the U.S. Army during
the Vietnam War and received an Honorable
Discharge.

William Locke has made a difference in our
community, and it is an honor to have worked
with him to give children, families, and our
seniors a better way of life.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the accomplishments and dedi-
cated service of Mr. William T. Locke as he
retires from the Lorain County Community Ac-
tion Agency.

———

RECOGNIZING NORTH COLLIN
COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is my privilege to recognize before the
United States House of Representatives an
outstanding charitable organization—North
Collin County Habitat for Humanity, (NCC-
Habitat)—on the occasion of the Grand Open-
ing of its new facility in McKinney, Texas.
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Incorporated in 1992, NCC-Habitat's mission
is to “work in partnership with God and His
people to develop communities by enabling
families to achieve the dream of homeowner-
ship with dignity.” Over its nearly twenty years
of service to the communities of northern
Collin County, this organization has built 64
homes for families in need.

Many of the resources required to complete
these projects are donated to or funded by the
McKinney ReStore. Habitat for Humanity oper-
ates over 900 ReStores throughout the United
States and Canada. These facilities are retail
outlets, open to the public, which sell new and
gently used building materials, furniture, and
other home decor items.

The McKinney ReStore operated by NCC-
Habitat has been so successful that it needed
to expand. Today marks the first day of busi-
ness at the ReStore’s new 40,000 square foot
facility. The building also houses NCC-Habi-
tat’s office space.

On behalf of the people of the Third Con-
gressional District of Texas, | want to thank
the great folks of NCC-Habitat for helping to
build our community.

Congratulations on your new facility. God
bless you, and | salute you!

———

UNITED STATES-COLOMBIA TRADE
PROMOTION AGREEMENT IMPLE-
MENTATION ACT

SPEECH OF

DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 3078, the United
States-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement
Implementation Act.

This trade agreement continues in the
NAFTA tradition of trampling on human and
economic rights.

Colombia is the world’s most dangerous
place to be a unionist. More trade unionists
were killed last year in Colombia than in the
rest of the world combined. The Labor Action
plan signed by Colombia in April of this year
has not done enough to address these signifi-
cant human rights abuses. Sixteen trade
unionists have been killed since it was signed.
Now we’re going to pass a trade agreement
that will further weaken the rights of workers
whose lives are at stake?

Workers in the U.S. will be hurt by this trade
agreement too. The Economic Policy Institute
estimates that the Colombia FTA will result in
the loss or displacement of 55,000 U.S. jobs.
We have heard the promises of economic
prosperity from free trade advocates before.
Those promises have consistently failed to
materialize.

Workers in the U.S. and Colombia cannot
afford a NAFTA-style trade agreement that
significantly weakens their economic security
and fundamental labor rights.

| urge my colleagues to oppose this bill.

October 13, 2011

HONORING OAKHURST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following proclamation.

Whereas, Oakhurst Presbyterian Church
has been and continues to be a beacon of
light to our county for the past ninety years;
and

Whereas, Pastors Gibson “Nibs” Stroupe
and Pastor Caroline Leach and the members
of the Oakhurst Presbyterian Church family
today continues to uplift and inspire those in
our county; and

Whereas, the Oakhurst Presbyterian Church
family has been and continues to be a place
where citizens are touched spiritually, mentally
and physically through outreach ministries and
community partnership to aid in building up
our District; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
Church of God has given hope to the hope-
less, fed the needy and empowered our com-
munity for the ninety (90) years by preaching
the gospel and living the gospel; and

Whereas, Oakhurst has produced many
spiritual warriors, people of compassion, peo-
ple of great courage, fearless leaders and
servants to all, but most of all visionaries who
have shared not only with their Church, but
with DeKalb County and the world their pas-
sion to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the Oakhurst
Presbyterian Church family on their 90th Anni-
versary and for their leadership and service to
our District;

Now therefore, I, Henry C. “Hank” Johnson,
Jr. do hereby proclaim September 25, 2011 as
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church Day in the 4th
Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 25th day of September,
2011.

————

HONORING THE SISTERS OF
CHARITY OF ST. HYACINTHE

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Sisters of Charity of St.
Hyacinthe on over a century of committed
service to the city of Lewiston.

From the moment of their arrival in 1878,
the Sisters of Charity of St. Hyacinthe made
themselves an integral part of the Lewiston
community. Immediately looking for ways to
give back to the town, they established a
school for the community’s French speaking
children within their first year. A decade later,
they established the first Catholic hospital in
Maine. As the years progressed, the Sisters
would go on to establish an orphanage for the
children of mill workers, as well as long-term
care facilities for the elderly.

The tremendous impact that the Sisters
have had on Lewiston continues to be felt by
the city’s residents today. Perhaps the most
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